1965 HALF CENTURY 2016

Frequently Asked Questions
Weather and Routing Information

Q: Are there specific rules governing the use of weather forecasting and routing information
and services while racing?

A: Yes.

Racing Rules of Sailing RRS 41 c) says that a boat shall not receive outside help from any outside
source, except help in the form of information freely available to all boats. ISAF Case 120
defines “information freely available” as information that is available without monetary cost
and that may be easily obtained by all boats in a race.

The Vic-Maui 2016 Notice of Race section 15 states that the transmission or receipt while racing
of any communication for the direct or indirect benefit of an individual boat is prohibited. This
includes fee-for-service weather information and all routing information or advice.

Before a boat’s preparatory signal, it is not racing and therefore can access any information.
Q: Does Vic-Maui modify the above rules in any way?
A: No.

Vic-Maui subscribes to a common ocean racing philosophy regarding outside assistance with
weather and routing. While racing, boats are expected to use freely available information and
do their own weather and routing analysis onboard the boat.

Q: | have to pay for airtime. Does this mean any data received on the communications device
is not “information freely available”?

A: No.

The rules apply only to the type of information received, not the communications method by
which it is received. Competitors are free to choose between SSB/HF radio, Satphone, Iridium
Go, inTouch or other communication devices and services to receive permissible information.
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Q: Can you provide examples of information considered “freely available”?

A: Most government published weather or routing information such as NOAA/NWS and
Environment Canada weather forecasts, GRIB files, and pilot charts are freely available.

Some information providers offer basic weather information for “free”, without any required
subscription or purchase.

Q: What if my provider charges for weather information, or bundles communications
services and weather information?

A: Some information providers offer enhanced weather or routing information for a price,
and/or have bundles for a price that include weather or routing information with the
communication service.

If the weather or routing information is not easily available to all boats, costs money, has been
tailored for a boat, or is part of a bundle that combines weather and routing information with
communications services for a payment, it is not permissible.

Q: What are my responsibilities?

A: All sailors compete within the recognized principles of sportsmanship and fair play. When
making choices about weather and routing information and services, competitors must give
careful consideration to ensuring that the information they are accessing is permitted within
the Vic-Maui rules, including the Racing Rules of Sailing.

Still Have Questions?

Review RRS 41. Download and review ISAF Case 120.

Please contact Rich Ballantyne, Vic-Maui Technical Committee Chair, at tc-chair@vicmaui.org.
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Vic-Maui Sponsors

Hosts

Roval Vancouver Yacht Club e Lahaina Yacht Club

Gold

Greater Victoria Harbour Authority e Navis Marine Insurance e
Pacific Yachting ¢ Westerly Yachts

Silver

CSR Marine e Eggbeater Creative e First Yacht Services e North
Sails ¢ Signature Yachts
Harken e Survitec Group ¢ Pioneer Inn

Supporters
Mount Gay Rum e Hester Creek e Whistler Brewing

Tremewen Art e Kingwell Island Art ¢ West Maui Sail & Canvas e
Trilogy Excursions e Burn'n Love

Harbour Towers Hotel e Hotel Grand Pacific ¢ Sandman e Strathcona Hotel

Aston Kaanapali Shores ¢ Outrigger Hotels and Resorts e Pioneer Inn e
Sheraton Maui

Vic-Maui Qualifying Races

southern straits
SWIFTSURE
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NTERNATIONAL YACHT RAC

Southern Straits e Oregon Offshore e Swiftsure e Van Isle 360
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http://www.royalvan.com/
http://www.lyc.us/
http://gvha.ca/
http://www.navismarine.ca/
http://www.pacificyachting.com/
http://westerlyacht.com/
http://csrmarine.com/
http://www.azaris.ca/
http://firstyachts.com/
http://www.northsails.com/
http://www.northsails.com/
http://signature-yachts.com/
http://signature-yachts.com/
http://www.harken.ca/main/homepage.html
https://www.dbcmarine.com/
http://www.pioneerinn-maui.com/
http://vicmaui.siraza.net/qualifyingraces
http://www.wvyc.ca/racing/southern-straits/race-information
http://www.oregonoffshore.org/
http://www.swiftsure.org/
http://www.vanisle360.com/

